The objective of this special issue is to collect and report on recent work that aims at narrowing the large disparity between the low-level descriptors that can be computed automatically from multimedia content and the richness of subjectivity of semantics in user queries and human interpretations of audiovisual data. It represents a step towards bridging the gap between research cultures at extreme ends of the semantic multimedia spectrum. At one end, the semantic web and its supporting technologies are becoming established in both the open data environment and within specialist domains, such as corporate intranet search, e-Science (particularly life sciences), and cultural heritage. To facilitate the world-wide sharing of media, W3C is developing standard ways of denoting fragments of audiovisual content and of specifying and associating semantics with these. At the other end of the spectrum, media analysis tools continue to grow in sophistication, identifying features that can then be associated with explicit Multimed Tools Appl (2010) 49:1-5 
semantics expressed formally or informally, using proprietary formats or open standards. Recent progress at these two fronts of the spectrum means that research spanning the semantic gap is now of vital importance to feed the real applications that are emerging.
In this issue of Multimedia Tools and Applications one may find eleven contributions: Strintzis investigates a fuzzy DLsbased reasoning framework, which enables the integration of scene and object classifications into a semantically consistent interpretation by capturing and utilising the underlying semantic associations. "Performing Content-based Retrieval of Humans using Gait Biometrics" by Sina Samangooei and Mark S Nixon explores the content-based retrieval of videos containing walking subjects, using semantic queries. It evaluates current research in gait biometrics, unique in its effectiveness at recognising people at a distance. "Semantic-driven Multimedia Retrieval with the MPEG Query Format" by Ruben Tous and Jaime Delgado describes extensions which will allow MPQF to manage metadata modelled with Semantic Web languages like RDF and OWL, and query constructs based on SPARQL. The suggested modifications include the definition of a new MPQF query type, and a generalization of the MPQF metadata processing model. "Thesaurus Enrichment for Query Expansion in Audiovisual Archives" by Laura Hollink, Veronique Malaise, and Guus Schreiber aims at finding out whether retrieval of audiovisual resources from a collection indexed with an in-house thesaurus can be improved by enriching the thesaurus structure. It proposes propose a method to add structure to a thesaurus by anchoring it to an external, semantically richer thesaurus. During several years of working in the software industry she was the development manager for Guide -the first hypertext authoring system for personal computers (1986) . Her early experiences in industry with the development of hypertext authoring tools, before the Web as we know it developed, inspired her towards underlying questions of combining time-dependent documents (such as video sequences) along with interaction through links into a single model. She was a member of the W3C working group that developed the first SMIL recommendation. Since the development of the semantic web, she has dedicated herself to improving human access to the ever-expanding "linked data cloud". Her current research efforts are focused on improving design methods for human-based interfaces in relation to developing technology. She is a member of the editorial board for the Journal of Web Semantics, and the New Review of Hypermedia and Multimedia, and was co-programme chair for SAMT 2008. 
